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JFrom Where | want to Gaines Explains... Some Reflections

T Sit encourage the on Life
Lehman Avenue Daniel Gaines

Michael D. Greene

family to be giving
serious thought to the process of selecting
additional elders and deacons. Going through such
a process can have lasting impact on a
congregation’s future. Indeed the men selected as
elders and deacons determine the direction a
congregation will take for many years in the future
and will affect the lives and even the eternal
destiny of many.

We had a lesson on elders this past
Sunday and will have one on deacons this coming
Sunday. Then the congregation will be asked to
look out among themselves men who can be
appointed as elders and deacons.

Let us also give this matter serious
attention in our prayer life. As with those selected
to meet the needs of the Grecian widows in Acts 6,
prayer should precede and accompany the
selection and appointment of elders and deacons
in the church today.

Progress continues on the raising of money
for, as well as the actual construction of, Big
Reedy Christian Camp in Butler County. This past
Saturday, 25 or so men, including (according to my
count) 12 from Lehman were at the camp site to
begin construction on the first cabin. Several from
the good Mount Pleasant congregation were also
present. Some of the ladies of Mount Pleasant
brought us lunch.

| want to say thanks to all who were
involved in this historic day. Much progress was
made on the cabin. With the help of many and the
blessings of God, what was once just a dream is
becoming a reality. Please continue to pray that
God will continue to richly bless this effort which
will benefit the Lord’s church in Southern
Kentucky.

An anonymous friar in
a Nebraska monastery
wrote the following late in life: “If | had my life to
|l ive over agai n, Il d tr
time. | would relax, | would limber up, | would be
sillier than | have been this trip. | would take more
trips. | would be crazier. | would climb more
mountains, swim more rivers, and watch more
sunsets. | would eat more ice cream and less
beans. If | had to do it over again | would go
places, do things, and travel lighter. If | had my life
to live over | would start barefooted earlier in the
spring and stay that way later in the fall. | would
ride on more merry-go-t ounds . |
dai sies.”

Frank Bering said, “Live your life and forget your
age. "’

John Henry Newman once said, “Fear not that you
life shall come to an end, but rather that it shall
never have a beginning.

James 4:14 (NKJV) whereas you do not know
what will happen tomorrow. For what is your life? It
is even a vapor that appears for a little time and
then vanishes away.

Life is a journey, not a destination. So, let's take
time to enjoy God'’s blessings during each stage of
the trip.

| wanted to make you aware that | have started a
blog on which | am posting some of my devotional
material, and the occasional editorial. You can find
it at: www.gainesexplains.blogspot.com
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Deacons,

Man, in all of his greatness and dignity, has
always had an aversion to serving another. It is
true today, as any who would serve another is
viewed as a little lower on the social scale. It was
true in Jesus' day as none of the apostles wanted
to serve, but rather they wanted to know who
would be the greatest (Mark 9:30-37). But in
response to the request of James and John for
the positions of greatness in the kingdom Jesus
said:

But Jesus called them to Himself and
said, "You know that the rulers of the
Gentiles lord it over them, and those who
are great exercise authority over them.
Yet it shall not be so among you; but
whoever desires to become great among
you, let him be your servant. And
whoever desires to be first among you,
let him be your slave — just as the Son
of Man did not come to be served, but to
serve, and to give His life a ransom for
many" (Matthew 20:25-28).

By these words Jesus took service out of the
realm of the degrading and moved it into the
realm of the dignified and the great. Greatness in
God's Kingdom is measured in terms of service.

All Christians should serve. We should serve one
another (Galatians 5:13), we should serve those
in need (Luke 10:29-37) and of course, we should
serve God (1 Thessalonians 1:9, Matthew 4: 10).
That service grows out of our desire to emulate
our Lord who came not to be served but to serve
and to give his life a ransom for many.

All should give that service based on their
individual abilities: * As each one
gift, minister it to one another, as good stewards
of the manifold grace of God. If anyone speaks,
let him speak as the oracles of God. If anyone
ministers, let him do it as with the ability which
God supplies, that in all things God may be
glorified through Jesus Christ, to whom belong the
glory and the domi n(1Reter
4:10-11). We are all aware that we will be called
to account for how we use our talents and
abilities.

Service in God's kingdom comes not from
compulsion, but from love. That service gives
dignity, keeps us humble and allows us to rise
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above ourselves by bringing us into contact with
one another as we fill one another's needs.

Speci al

But a careful study of God's Word shows us that
there was in the New Testament church a group
of special servants, singled out to do a special
work. These men are called deacons. They are
mentioned along with the elders in Philippians 1:1.
Paul in giving Timothy instructions about the
church tells us that these men were to meet
certain qualifications in order to be singled out as
deacons:

Likewise deacons must be reverent, not
double-tongued, not given to much wine,
not greedy for money, holding the
mystery of the faith with a pure
conscience. But let these also first be
tested; then let them serve as deacons,
being found blameless. Likewise, their
wives must be reverent, not slanderers,
temperate, faithful in all things. Let
deacons be the husbands of one wife,
ruling their children and their own houses
well. For those who have served well as
deacons obtain for themselves a good
standing and great boldness in the faith
which is in Christ Jesus. (1 Timothy 3:8 -
13).

These deacons (from the Greek word “diakonos,”
meaning servant) were to serve under the elders’
oversight as are all members of the Lord's church.
But the need for these special servants is
demonstrated in Acts 6:1-4 where seven men
were appointed to serve the needs of the Grecian
widows. These deacons had a particular job to do,
a ministry to fulffill.

received a

Today deacons can serve in many areas. They
may be in charge of the church building, the
collection, benevolence, meeting the needs of the
widows, the Bible teaching program, visitation or
any function that the elders feel oversight is
needed so that task can be completed effectively
and e eldersiaain be free of"such tasks in order
to effectively shepherd the flock. Every Christian
ought to be a servant, but because of the nature
of any group, there are tasks that need to be done
and that is the realm of service for God's special
servants we know as deacons.

--Michael D. Greene



News and Notes

LIFE GROUPS

Life Group #4 will meet Sunday after Bible class for
assignments.

UPCOMING EVENTS

Young at Heart - 6:30 p.m. January 18
Bible camp staff meeting - 8:30 a.m. January 21
Puppet Teams practice - 4:30 p.m. January 22
Bible Bowl Practice - 5:20 p.m. January 22

Challenge Youth Conference February 24-26

LADS TO LEADERS

Reminder:  All Mass Media events must be
complete and ready to mail January 23. | will be
collecting all the projects on Sunday, January 22 in
order to send them by the deadline. Please see me
if you need more information. —Kelli Nicks

YOUNG MENOGS SEMI NAR

We will be taking a group of our young men (5th -
12th grade) to a seminar held at East Main Church
of Christ in Murfreesboro, TN on February 11,
2012. The theme is Faithfulness: Today and
Tomorrow. The speakers are Cliff Goodwin from
Ironaton Church of Christ in Talladega, AL, and
Ronnie Hayes from Adamsville Church of Christ in
Adamsville, AL. The seminar is from 8:00 a.m. -
1:00 p.m. with lunch being provided as well as
classes for adults. There is a sign-up sheet on the
bulletin board in the MPR if you would like to go.
Wednesday evening, January 25 will be the last
day to sign up. Please see Derek Johnson if you
have questions.

WKU MEALS

There is a new sign-up sheet for the spring
semester on the bulletin board in the MPR if you
would like to help prepare a meal for our college
students one Wednesday evening. This is a good
opportunity to get to know our college students
better, and meet the students who worship with us
while attending WKU.

REMEMBER IN PRAYER

Rolena Greathouse is in the Medical Center,
room 4B05 at the time of this printing, but plans
on going to SKY rehabilitation after she is
dismissed.

Dorothy Dunning is now at home recuperating.
Shirley Skipworth is stil at home with
pneumonia, but is beginning to feel better.

1 Please continue to pray for Linda Bartelbaugh,
niece of Bill Fishburn. She has been diagnosed
with terminal liver cancer. If you would like to
send her a card, please send it to: Linda and
Joel Bartlebaugh, 5199 Ravenway Ct., North
Ridgeville, OH 44039.

Please continue to pray for: Erdine Johnson, Mildred
James, Harvey and Mary Stiles, Bonnie Woosley,
Martha Mason, Rodger Pruitt, and Charles Cook.
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TAX EXEMPTION NOTICE

As another year comes to a close and tax time
approaches, please provide the treasurer, Eddie
Hughes, with a copy of your check of any and all
single contributions of $250.00 or more that you
have made for 2011. Eddie will then provide you
with a proper letter from the church so that you can
legitimately deduct it as a charitable contribution.

COOKBOOKS FOR BIG REEDY CAMP

Just a reminder that you can still order cookbooks
for $12.00 each with the proceeds going to help Big
Reedy Christian Camp. There are many delicious
recipes in this book submitted by Christian women
from numerous congregations in the area. These
cookbooks make excellent gifts and are a good way
to get word out about the camp. Please keep them
in mind when you need a thoughtful gift. To
purchase, contact Dana Simpson at 270-791-3882.

EVANGELIZE KENTUCKY
Sunday January 15, 2012

GRANT COUNTY CHURCH OF CHRIST
Attendance: 48 Contribution: $746.00

OWENTON CHURCH OF CHRIST
Attendance: 11 Contribution: $237.00
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SCHEDULE OF SERVICES

Sunday Worship.......coccceeireeiree e 9:30 A.M.
Bible Class.......coooiiiiiiiiice e 10:40 A.M.
Evening Worship........oooiiiiiii e 6:00 P.M.
Wednesday Mid-week Service.........ccccevvieernieeenieeennnne. 7:00 P.M.

Michael D. Greene

Associate Minister

Daniel Gaines

Don Cole
Larry Cole
Gil Ray Cowles
Rick Emerson
Kevin Eubanks
Butch Gilbert

Deacons

Dan Grise
Eddie Hughes
Derek Johnson
Danny Jones

Riley Keown
Mike McGuire
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Elders
Darrell Dubree
Bobby Gilbert
John K. Gott
Warren Vaughan

Hugh Runner
Russell Simpson
Jim Tabor
Roger Watt
Rick Wheat

Ronnie Wilso

January 22, A.M. Worship

First Prayer.

Assignments

........................... Phil Hartnady Lucyrene Price; Joyce Siddens (Atlanta);
.......................... Mike Greene Eugenia Smith; Geraldine Garrison; Charles
Warren Vaughan Cook; Doug Bean; Jessie Thomas; Nellie Brown;

Lord’s Supper Prayer............ Gil

Wayne Moyers.............................Matt Hunt
Josh Adkins .......... .............Jeremy Waddle
Austin Simpson........................Maxie Jones
Tim Mills.............. At Kyle Mann

Eddie Hughes....Randy Simpson...Larry Cole

Closing prayer..... ..cccoooccveeeeeice e Dan Grise . . .
Bus Driver.........ccoovcceeene. Russell Simpson Chr_lstlan Health Center Morningside
Lois Devore 203B Rolena Greathouse 133
6 P.M. WORSHIP
Announcements/Prayer........ John Ross Gott

Song Leader

SERVE AT TABLE

USHERS

Closing Prayer........................

Jerry Proctor

Shut In At Home

Stokely Hall Fred Adams; Dorothy Herrington;

Ray Cowles Hazel Sensing; Pauline Nowicki; Ruby Wilson;

Harvey & Mary Stiles; Martha Mason

In Nursing Care

Bill Fishburn

January 25, P. M. WEDNESDAY
Announcements.........cceeevenneee Braden Wilson

Song Leader

Nick Dubree




